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Press Release
Professors’ Presentations during 615 Convocation of ICAR-1ARI, New Delhi
21.02.2023

During the second day of the 61% Convocation week (February 20-24, 2023) of ICAR-Indian
Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi, the presentations were made by professors of
various disciplines, highlighting the significant achievements of the post-graduate and the
doctoral students, who will be conferred degrees in this convocation. There were a total 17

presentations from different disciplines.



The first session was chaired by Dr. Malavika Dadlani, Former Joint Director Research, 1ARI,
New Delhi. The School of Crop improvement included discipline wise presentations of
Genetics, Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) and Seed Science and Technology (SST) divisions.
Significant academic research achievements in Genetics were presented by the professor Dr.
Anju M Singh, under the broad themes of abiotic and biotic stress tolerance; improvement in
quality and other economic traits. Professor Veena Gupta of PGR highlighted the research
findings under the themes of Genome wide association studies in PGR, Cryo-conservation
protocols development and Geo-referencing of PGR. Professor Monika A Joshi presented the
research achievements under the themes- Seed production technology, Seed Quality

Enhancement and Seed Pathology.

The second session of Crop protection was conducted under the chairmanship of Dr. Appa Rao
Podile, Senior Professor, Dept of Plant Sciences, the University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad. The
presentations were from the disciplines of Agricultural Chemicals, Entomology, Nematology
and Plant pathology. Prof. Neera Singh discussed the achievements under the themes of
Development of agrochemicals and formulations, and Assessment and management of
contaminants. Prof. Debjani Dey presented the highlights of major research achievements of
17 students under themes viz, Insect systematics, Insect Pest management, Pest-Natural enemy
interactions, Physiological studies. Prof. Pankaj highlighted the research findings under various
broad areas like Nematode diversity and biosystematics, Plant-nematode interaction and
Nematode management. In the discipline of Pathology, Prof. Robin Gogoi elaborated the works
on Disease diagnosis and pathogen characterization, Host Plant Resistance and Disease

Management.

The third session of Natural Resource Management was chaired by Dr. A K Sikka, Former
DDG (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi. Prof. D K Singh, Prof. P Krishnan, Prof. T K Das, Prof. D K
Sharma, Prof. Rajeev Kaushik, Prof. Nayan Ahmad, and Prof. Man Singh presented the
research achievements for their respective disciplines of Agricultural Engineering, Agricultural
Physics, Agronomy, Environmental Sciences, Microbiology, Soil Science and Agricultural
Chemistry, and Water Science and Technology. The presentations highlighted works on the
broad areas of Resource conservation technologies, Precision farm equipment, Climate Change
Impacts and Integrated Water Resources Management; Crop pest forewarning, Soil physics
and crop simulation modelling; Nutrient and Irrigation management, Crop diversification,
Weed management; Ecosystem services, Waste management; Microbial management of

abiotic stress in agriculture, Plant-microbe interaction for crop growth promotion; Soil organic



carbon dynamics and its stabilization, Assessment of soil quality, water conservation and crop

productivity.

Dr. Akhilesh K Tyagi, Senior Professor (Retd.), Dept of Plant Molecular Biology, University
of Delhi (South Campus), New Delhi chaired the session on Basic Sciences. Professors of
Biochemistry (Dr. Anil Dahuja), Molecular biology and Biotechnology (Dr. Debasis
Pattanayak), Plant Physiology (Dr. Renu Pandey) presented the research achievements under
various themes like Characterization and improvement of nutritional/ nutraceutical
characteristics of plant-based foods, Plant nutrition and High-throughput phenotyping. The
Chairmans of the various sessions complimented the quality of post-graduate research being
undertaken in different disciplines of IARI, and exhorted the faculty to prioritise the research
activities on millets, considering the International Year of Millets 2023. The formal vote of
thanks was proposed by the convenor Dr. Monika Joshi, Professor, Seed Science and

Technology.

Courtesy
IARI- Media Cell, New Delhi



